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The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Sweden was separated from
the state in the year 2000. The state still supports the care of
the churches with substantial grants and nearly all churches are
protected by law. After the separation and as a consequence of
a rapidly changing society, the church has lost about one million
members and will probably lose another million during the next
ten years. This means that the need for churches as places for
worship are steadily shrinking and so is also the capacity of the
congregations to take care of their properties, in spite of the state
grants. There are similar, but also different, situations in the other
Nordic countries, where changing societies are forcing the (recent
state) churches to change. This presentation is based on a compa-
rative study on the situation and development for church heritage
in a selection of countries in Europe. The international study is as
a part of the research project Old Churches, New Values? Use and
Management of Churches in a Changing Society.
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